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To which is added, | 8 med 


ro CONSOLATORY LETTERS, | 


Written by an eminent Chriſtian, (now with God) 
To one who ſeemed to be near his Diffolution. 
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ort one another daily, that ye be not Nothful, but followers: of them, who through _ | 
aith and patience inherit the promiſes, HE BR. iii, 13. and vi. 12. 


iS towards the mark, for the prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt Jets Y 
Fair ir. lll, 14, | 


Ning always, with all prayer and 2 {GET in the ſpirit, and watching thereunts 4 ; | 
th all perſeverance, Er R. vi. 18. 5 9 


things are poſſible to him that believeth. Max k ix. 23. 
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TR. Tr-v-tt has in his late performance taken great pains in 

ſplitting of hairs, in order to find fault with my Plain, Earnef 
' Addreſs, Sc. Such ſorry cavils deſerve no regard or reply: He 
raiſes a phantom of his own, then fights againſt it. Can ſuch poor 
cavils anſwer any end, except to ſwell his pamphlet, and exalt him. 
ſelf in the eyes of ſome few? I believe all godly unprejudiced Chril. 


tians would have thought Mr. T----tt endowed with as much or moref 


wiſdom, grace, and humility too, if he had let it alone—But many a 
this day have great zeal to make converts to a ſect or party only, in. 
ſtead of converting them to JESUS CHRIST! 

As to his cavils and outcry againſt my compoſed Prayer to aſſiſt we 
Chriftians, as there is no foundation in Scripture or reaſon againſt it, 
I regard all he ſays only as the wild rant of deluded bigotry, and fali 
zeal of a rigid party ſpirit, which condemns every thing that does not 
exactly agree with their peculiar tenets, and, right or wrong, will 

have God to do the ſame. Mr. T- tt cries out for proof from Scrip- 


tnre ; he muſt have chapter & verſe, page 36. and condemns his o- 


ponent for charging without proof; yet, here, he himſelf does the 
fame! accuſes, judges and condemns without any proof at all; 10 
chapter or verſe to prove his poſitive aſſertions! Was not Mr. T---t 
ſo very wiſe in his own eyes, even wiſe above what is written, I would 
aſk him, Where tis ſaid in God's word, that to uſe a Form of praye 
is ſo offenſive to God, and makes men hypocrites? or Where Chi 
or his apoſtles have condemned ſuch helps to aſſiſt the weak? On tht 
contrary, Chriſt has, in Matt. 6. & Luke 11. given us a form, ot rul 
of prayer, at leaſt: Nor will the Lord deſpiſe the day of fmil 
things. Tis in-ſincerity of heart, makes a hypocrite ; whether le 
prays extempore, or by a form. An humble, ſincere Chriſtian mi 
pray fpiritually, tho he uſes a form. Preaching doctrines and pr 
leges only, is a more effectual way to fill the world with hypocrites 

than uſing a form of prayer. Some of the moſt eminently godly na 
in all ages are on my fide, have wrote helps to prayer: whoſe gb 
and graces far exceeded Mr, T----tt's, without diſpraiſe to him. Mt 
Fenks, Mr. Baxter, Mr. Henry, Dr Watts, Mr Haweis, Mr Venn, hat 
written helps to aſſiſt the weak in the great duty of prayer: But Ms. 
T. tt ſeems to think, that tis better for perſons and families not 
pray at all, than to uſe a form! This (ſays Mr. Haweis) is juſt as f. 
tional as it would be for a man to ſtarve his family, becauſe he can 
not feed them with delicacies. I would recommend to Mr. T. 
Paul's Advice to Timothy, 2. Epiſt. ii. ch. 24. 25. 26. verſes. Car 
dor, Moderation, &c. will do his cauſe no harm. Mr. T----tt i 
taken the liberty to print my name, and tell the world that I am tl 
author of the Plain, Earneft Addreſs, Sc. to what end and purpose, 
he beſt knows: But to ſhew that I am not aſham'd of the Earn} 
Addreſs, Cc. nor yet of this Tract, (tho'T had no Intention ſo to do) 
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iy HR O' the Grace and Bleſſing of God, this Tract 
= has been acceptable and profitable to the truly 


nor codly of all denominations ; the Lord hath ſanctified it 
WY to the benefit of many ſouls : of this I kave received ma- 
ny teſtimonies. To the Lord alone be all glory and 
ue} praiſe! But it could not be ſuppoſed that it would pleaſe 
& i, Antinomians, who diſlike and hate all practical godlineſs, 
and ſet aſide all the commands and precepts of Chriſt, leſt 
wl they ſhould be ſelf-righteous : and under pretence of ex- 
ct alting free Grace, ſet aſide the obedience of Faith; diſ- 
regarding the Will of God, left they ſhould truſt to their 
own works; diſobey God, that Free Grace may be glo- 
riſied; continue in fin, that Grace may abound: And 
becauſe they dare not plainly ſay, that we are not to 
obey the Will of God, their enmity againſt practical god- 
lineks is maſked with a mighty zeal for doctrines : Herein | 
they are curious, even to ſplitting of hairs; in order to 
ſet aſide the neceſſity of obedience and a holy life. And 
er u becauſe this Tragt enforced practical obedience, it has 
or been branded with legality, and making Salvation to be 
ric 27 works ; contrary to my expreſs declaration throughout 
the whole piece—contrary to my avowed intention and 
defign—contrary to the Title, (To true Believers) that 
they may grow in Grace; not, to merit Grace. There- 
fore it muſt be a willful defign to pervert my intention, 
becauſe they love not the truth, or holineſs and obedience 
oo the Commands of Chriſt. Such are afraid of nothing 
but ſelf- righteouſneſs; crying out againſt obedience to 
Cod under that pretence. How dreadfully are poor 
-it 15 fouls deluded by ſuch men! Theſe have a form of godli- 
res, but oppoſe and deny the life and power thereof: 
rom fuch turn away. 2. Tim. iii. 3. The Lord ſeems | 
to have given ſuch up to ſtrong deluſions, that they may |} 
, A 2. believe 
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believe a lye. 2, Theſſ. ii. 11, Mr. Flemming, on the 
fulfilling of the Scriptures, ſays, “ What a dreadful thing 
s it, to hear men own the doctrine of ſanctification; yet 
make it their buſineſs to reproach the practice of it, and 
beget a prejudice againſt practical godlineſs, and call it 
legal and pharifaical. Oh! firange ! to find even ſome 
Preachers of Chrift, oppoſe piety, and a real godly life! 

Oh! that there ſhould be ſuch, who perſecute the godly, & 
wound, inftead of healing; who pull down, inſtead of buil. 
ding up: and inftead of feeding ſouls, & being helpers of 
their joy, wound and grieve their ſpirits. Such are a di- 
honour to the goſpel of Chriſt, and a plague to the church, 
who ſhould be, The ſalt of the earth ! ” 


A certain Preacher ſaid in the pulpit, “ That to enforce ſo mu 
prayer, &c. was the way to fill the world with hypocrites, &c. I own, 
that to preſs hypocrites to holy duties, would be to increaſe their hy. 

riſy: and whether he thinks that to be the caſe with many of his 

ple, he beſt knows. But tis to true believers, not to hypocrites, that 
Fes to write. I think tis the way to fill the world with hp. 
erites, to make all religion conſiſt in hearing the doctrines preached 
enly ; in hearing the word, only, deceiving their own fouls. I advance 
nothing but what Chriſt and his Apoſtles teach, enforce, and con- 
mand. Therefore their oppoſition is not againſt me, but God's Word: 
they fight againſt God: their enmity is againſt holineſs, obedience, ail 
the word and example of Chriſt. Therefore, to all their cavils, &. 


E ſhall only ſay, IT IS WRITTEN SO IN GOD's WORD. 


The Lord hath commanded us to obey Him, as the only certal 
proof that we are His: for, His ſervants we are, whom we obey. Ron 
vi. 16. They, and they only, love Chrift, who keep his commandi. Joh 
xiv. 15.21.24. & xv. 10. Matt. vii. 21, 1. Epiſt. John, ii. 6. 1 
no man deceive you. He that doeth righteouſneſs, is righteous : he ild 
tiveth in fin, is of the Devil. —In this, or by this, the children of God ai 
manifeſt, or made known to whom they belong. chap. v. 3.—And wit h 
unto them that break the commands of God, or fet them afide ; and teat 
men to do the ſame. Matt, v. 19. I ſhall efteem it the greateſt honou 
of my life to be oppoſed and perſecuted by fuch as hold the truth i 
wnrightecuſneſs. I ſhall not regard the cavils of men, ſo long as Harm 
God's Word to ſupport me: To the Lord I commit it, who judget! 
righteouſly. And Let all who name the name of Chrift depart 129 
all iniquity May thy Bleſſing, O God, Almighty, Father, Son, 4 c 
Spirit, apply, and ſanctify this mite, to thy Glory, and the benefit 0 
Souls, far Chriſt's Merits fake! Amen. 
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SCRIPTURAL DIRECTIONS, &c. 


? KN ER AVING experienced much of the rich mercy, free 
2 


love and grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and being come 
to the verge of life, I would attempt to write ſome 
plain rules of holy living, to aſſiſt the faith and prac- 


ſhall I write any thing but what I know by experience; 


or any thing to pleaſe the critical or curious; or any points of doc- W 
| trine not abſolntely neceſſary to ſalvation. . Tis only the plain, fmcere WW 
humble chriftian, that I expect will regard or profit by what I write. iſ 
And may the bleſſed Redeemer condeſcend to bleſs and ſanctify it 
by his Spirit, to his glory, and the good of many Souls! | | 
The firſt ſtep to a life of faith in Chriſt, is, to know our dreadful, 
miſerable Rate, by nature; —dead in treſpaſſes and ſins at enmity W 
with God—under the curſe of the law—ſlaves to fin and Satan yet 
| fo blind in heart, as to be quite ignorant of our miſery, and without 
vill or power to deliver ourſelves. * Till the Lord convinceth us of 
| thi—we never ſeek a remedy—ſee no great need of a Saviour 
ever ſeek to Chriſt to be ſaved. Moſt people will tell you, they al- 
| Ways did believe; and this plainly proves they know not what ſaving Wl 
faith is; ſuch may believe the goſpel hiftory to be true; but this wil 
not reveal Chriſt in the heart—or unite the ſoul to him, to receive Þ 
| Pardon, grace, and ſalvation, thro' faith, To ſuch I can only ſay— } 
| that they ſhould cry mightily to God, to be enlightened and taught 


of God; to be born of his Spirit, that they may ſee the kingdom of 
od, or the nature and excellency of ſpiritual things, and to be ena- 
bled to believe on Chriſt ſo as to be ſaved. Many ſerious people 


truſt ouly in a round of duties expect to be ſaved for their moral 
and religious performances; without knowing whether _ ever were 
| Tegenerated, or born anew of the Spirit of God, or ſavingly believed 

SE, | | on 
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on Jeſus Chrift for their ſalvation. Such as theſe are greatly to be 
pitied, and are the hardeſt to be convinced that they are not ſafe: the 
doctrines ſuch fit under, blind and harden them; perhaps, all the 

hear of the way to be ſaved, is, Do this, and do that, and all is wall” 
without ever being told, the dreadful diſeaſes of their ſouls, or the 
great Phyſician pointed out, who alone can heal them. This is full 


as abfurd, as it would be in a phyſician to ſay to a fick or dying man, 


© Get up, and go about your bufmeſs! * without applying any medi. 
eines or means to remove the diſeaſe.— If any are troubled in mind 
or diſtreſt for fin, fearing to be loſt, and enquiring how they can be 
Javed ; tbey are commonly told by their teachers, not to he troy. 
© bled about ſuch things; that they are honeſt people - never did an 
© harm—that they are ſafe enough—God is mercifull, &c. &c. hi 
tell them not of God's mercy and free falvation in Chriſt, nor the 
neceſſity of Faith, whereby the ſoul receives pardon, grace, and eter. 
nal life, as the free gift of God in Chriſt : Multitudes of poor ſou}, 


are led blindfold to eternal deſtruction by ſuch blind, unſcriptur | 


delufions ! yet theſe are the common doctrines preach'd at this day, 
to the utter ruin of poor ſouls! This is not preaching the Goſpel of 
Chriſt to poor ſinners, but Pagan morality, or Popiſh doctrine of 
works: Or, as if we were perfect creatures, without original fin and 
corruption, and had power to fulfill the whole Law of God. But this 
is as contrary to the goſpel ſalvation and God's way of ſaving finners 
as the Eaſt is from the Weſt, or light to darkneſs, and no people are 
more blind or further removed from ſalvation by Grace, than theſe 
that ſit under ſuch doctrines; nay, none have commonly ſo much en- 
mity againſt it: like the Phariſees and Scribes of old, none hated 
and perſecuted Chrift and his followers ſo much as men. 
I have great tenderneſs and concern for ſuch ; I feel for them and 
pity them : for I was many years in the ſame ftate, and can tell from 


experience, how blind, ignorant, and prejudiced the mind became by ! 


falſe doctrine againſt God's way of free ſalvation by Grace. Chil 
Jays, “The publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of heaven, be- 
fore ſuch ſelf-righteous perſons, ” + | 

I am apt to think ſome perſons may be regenerated, yet the princi- 
ple of light and grace may be ſo weak, and buried under ſo much 


darkneſs and ignorance, that little effects of it may appear for a long 


time; for the Spirit's operation is exceedingly various in this work: 
Jometimes tis very powerfull, like a ſtrong mighty wind, this makes 
the work and it's effects very evident: but at other times, tis like a 
gentle ſoft wind, breathing on the ſoul, quickening it to a ſpiritual 


life; this makes the work leſs evident, tho' the effects will be the 

ame: and ſome are regenerated in ſuch early years, that they cannot 

tell the time, & c. But if it be a vital principle of lifs from the Spirit 

tof God, it will operate in time, and lead the ſoul to know its 1 
| | | 2 
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and its want of Chriſt ; and the ſame Spirit will in time reveal Jeſus 
Chriſt, create ſaving fatih, open the eyes of the mind to ſee Chrift 
and his unſearchable riches; and to ſee the glory and excellency of 
ſpiritual things. Many people I believe would earneftly ſeek to ſe- 
cure their eternal ſalvation, did they not conclude they were in a ſafe 
fate already; tho perhaps they are not ſo much as in the way of fal- 
vation; do not fo much as know it; but are ignorant of that only 
« true foundation which the Lord hath laid in Sion. Many know not 
that Chriſt is the only way to God: None cometh to the Father, but 
by Him: He is the true and living Way. Yet this way of ſalvation 
is little known—The people periſh for lack of knowledge! Tis 
eaſy to convince notorious ſinners, that a great change is needful ; but 
thoſe who are ſtrict in outward duties, and blameleſs in the eye of the 
world; 'tis ſtrange to them, if you tell them, they are not ſafe. Yet 
the Word of God tells us, “ that, by nature, we are all children of 


| wrath—at enmity againſt God—under the curſ of the Law of God 


hating holineſs : yet ſo blind, that we know it not, ſo dreadfully fal- 
len, by original fin, that we have no power to heal or help ourſelves, 


| no will or deſire to be renew'd ; but think we are very ſafe: or, if 


not, intend to grow better, and do ſomething, one time or other, to 


| pleaſe God, and prepare ourſelves for Heaven. Thus moſt are de- 


ceived, by ſuppoſing themſelves ſafe, when they are in the high road 


| to deſtruction, and ignorant of the way of ſalvation. Narrow is the 
| way that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. Matt. vii. 14. 


The Scripture ſays, “ No foundation can be laid for ſalvation, but 


JeſusChriſt. He is the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh 
do the Father, but by Him. He is the rock of our ſalvation, againft 
uhich the gates of Hell ſhall not prevail. But none can ſavingly be- 
lere in Chriſt, but by the Holy Ghoſt ; none but thoſe taught af God 
truly come to Chriſt. Tis a work of God to believe in Chrift. 


AT EN . 
No man cometh to me except the Father draw him. John, vi. 29. 44. 


Lill we are taught of God, we cannot diſcern the nature of ſpiritual "YI 
things: No man knoweth the things of God, but by the Spirit of | 
Hod: They ſeem fooliſhneſs to all natural men; nor can they know 
Dem, becauſe they are only ſpiritually diſcerned. 1. Cor, ii. 11. 14. 
| Nor can man's wiſdom or learning help him: for that can give no 
| Principle of ſpiritual light to diſcern them by. This is the cauſe that 
| fpiritual things are explained away, and reafon is ſet up as the judge 


and rule to explain the wonderful things of God, tho' as far above 
reaſon, as the heavens are above the earth. Until the ſoul be quick- 
ened, and the mind enlightened by the Spirit of God, there 15 no 
faculty of light or power in the mind to underſtand or conceive ſpi- 
ritual things : We may as well try to reach Heaven with our hands, 
1: 4 blind man ſee natural things without eyes, as to diſcern and be- 
leve heavenly things, without the Spirit of God, Human learning 


A 4 and W 
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- and man's wiſdom can only teach natural things, and therefore the 
moſt learned men may be quite ignorant of the things of God; and 
| the Lord often hides them from the wiſe and prudent, and yet re- 
* weals them unto babes, to humble the pride of all fleſh, 

But all thofe who are taught of God, and have ſavingly believed 
on Jeſus Chriſt for ſalvation, can remember the time when they were 
blind, and believed not; and can ſay, with the man in the goſpel, 
4 one thing I know; whereas once I was blind, now I ſee.” Theſe 
know, that they were brought out of nature's darkneſs into mar- 
velous light; have ſeen the light and glory of God in the perſon of 
Jeſus Chrift; and are in ſome meaſure changed into the image of 
Chriſt, by beholding his glory by faith. To ſuch as theſe, Chrif 
Is precious; he is the life and portion of their fouls; they long and 
defire to know and believe on the Lord Jeſus more and more: and 
| It is to theſe, chiefly, I would beg to obſerve the following rules and 
means, which will, through the bleſſing of Chriſt, increaſe knoy- 
ledge, faith, divine love, grace, and peace in the ſoul :. Alſo as I po 
along, I will point out what appears to me to hinder and prevent the 
foul's growth in faith, grace, true holineſs, &c. | 

Firſt. Divine Faith is the root and ſpring of all grace, holinef, 
conſolation, and peace im the ſoul ; for, by faith we receive Chriſt to 
dwell in our hearts, to impart light, grace, ſtrength, and all fpiritul 
Life to the ſoul. By faith, the ſoul is vitally united to the Lord, x 
a branch is to a vine; and by acting faith on him, we live and grow 
in him, feeding on him, drawing fpiritual life from him more abun- 
dantly : for Chriſt is a vital head of all divine influenees to the foul, 
and without him, we can do nothing good. Se John xv, 4, 5. Tis 
of great uſe to underſtand, and experience well, firſt, what Chriſt hath 
done for us; and, ſecondly, what he hath wrought inwardly on our 
hearts and ſouls, by his Spirit; to know, whether what the word an! 
promiſe of Chriſt teach and declare, be really imparted to the foul, 
through the teaching and witneſſing power of the Spirit of God, = 
Tis this enables the ſoul to apprehend Chriſt in all his ſaving off. 
ces; to ſee and receive him as an all-ſufficient Saviour; to reſt and 
firmly depend on the word and promiſe of God, in Chriſt, to ſave u 
Freely from all fin, guilt, and miſery; and to bring us to life, grace, 
and glory; working in us both to will and perform what the Lord 
commands in his word. Faith is the gift of God; the work of Þs 
Spiritin us; giving the ſoul power to believe and reft on the faithful 
word and promiſes of God; alſo to ſee all is a free gift of Gots 
love to poor ſinners in Chriſt, No conditions, but believe and receius! 
all the bleſſings of the Goſpel are thus free. Whoſoever will, let 
him come and take of the water of life, freely. According to your 


faith, be it unto you. All things are poſſible to him that believeth. 


Whatſoever ye deſire when ye pray, believe that ye receive — | 
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9 
and ye fball have them. Theſe are the goſpel terms: and in pro- 
portion, as faith increaſes, or is in exerciſe, all grace, joy, peace, 
love, and delight in God, and all fpiritual light and life will giow 
and flouriſh in the ſoul; whereby it will be changed into the image 
ed W of Chriſt, and go from ſtrength to ſtrength, from faith to faith, from 
ere grace to grace, till we arrive at glory. Faith is a great myſtery; a 
el, W wonderful thing! none know what it is, but thoſe who have it; 
eſe none know the want of it, but thoſe who have received ſome mea- 
ar- ſure of it. The natural man knows nothing of it; its nature, effica- 
of MW cy, or conſtraining power to love and obey God; to bring Chrift 
of into the heart, to make him precious to the ſoul, to enable us to 
rit overcome the world; to delight in God, his word, way, ordinances, 
and and all holy, ſpiritual exerciſes. Nor do thoſe who have light in the 
and mind only, or notions and opinions in the head only, and not the 
and love and power of them in the heart; theſe know not what true ſa- 
ou. ving faith working by love is. But ſuppoſe head-knowledge to be 
go faith; and aſſent to the goſpel truths to be ſaving:— I have been in 
the both theſe ſtates, when I had no true faith; was confident I had it, 
| and not ſenfible of the want of it. After I obtained clear notions in 
els, Wb my bead, I was certain, then all was right and ſafe. But, when fa- 
t to voured with the power of divine things in my heart, 1 found the for- 
mer as the ſhadow only, and this the ſubſtance. An inward experi- 
| ence of the things believed, wrought in the heart by the Spirit of 


toy God, is that which alone can keep the ſoul ſteady and unmoved, 
dun- amidf{ all the ſpecious cavils and reaſonings of men: All ſhort of ex- 
oul, WF perience, ſeem only notions and opinions in the head. True faith 


purthes the heart; ſubdues fin ; purges from idols, luſts, &c. Faith 


nan WE overcomes the world, works by love into all holy obedience, draw- 
our i ing the ſoul to delight in God and his ſervice. Saving faith is ſanc- 
. E tliving ; transforming the ſoul into the image of Chriſt. See what 


S fruits thy faith produceth : Is thy heart, will, and affections truly and 
5 ſaringly changed? raiſed to things above? Is thy worldly, ſeltiſn ſpi- 


off. rit caſt out? art thou humble, holy, patient, &c.? Beware of reſting 
and in any thing ſhort of this! True faith empties and humbles the ſoul, 
e makes it go poor and naked to Chrift, to receive Him for its uh 
as ſalvation, to dwell in us as the hope of glory. By faith, we ſee Jeſus 
Or 


Chriſt fulfilling the law, working out a perfect righteouſneſs for us, 
and offering himſelf up as a perfect ſacrifice and atonement for all 
our fins, alſo entered into Heaven for us, to interceed for us, to be 
ur advocate; and, by faith, all the promiſes of God are ours. If 
brit be yours, all is yours; life, death, things preſent and things 
o come, 1. Cor. iii. 22. In the old covenant of works, Do this, and 
lie; obey without ſn, and obtain life. In the new covenant of free 
race, Believe, and be ſaved : © He that believeth ſhall be ſaved. ” 
n, WF He that worketh not (for ſalvation) but believeth on him (Chriſt) who 
| juttitietk 


2h (" 10) 
Juftifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſnefs. Rom. Iv: 4, 
Faith receiveth all ſalvation, freely, as God's gift of love. This is 2 
myſtery which God alone can teach the foul to know experimentally, 
Reaſon, unbelief, and unbelievers think this faith dangerous, preſump- 
tuous; and plead, It is good to doubt, to fear, and not reſt or truſt 
too confidently on what Chriſt hath done, or what God hath promi- 
ſed. This is fighting againſt God. But thoſe who have believed, 
have the witneſs of God's Spirit, ſealing God's promiſes to them; ena- 
bling them to receive pardon of all fins, through the blood of Chrik, 
and juſtification and acceptance, through Chriſt's righteouſueſs impu- 
ted to them; and truſt to be ſanctified by Chriſt's Spirit dwelling in 
them, impartipg a new nature, We ſhould refiſt and oppoſe all 
doubts and unbelief, as the enemies of our ſouls peace; and firive to 
believe ; hope, againſt hope ; and fear nothing but fin and unbelief; 
for in proportion as faith increaſes, ſo will all grace, comfort, life, 
and peace, grow and increaſe in the ſoul. 1 - 
Secondly. In order to obtain an increaſe of faith and every grace 
and bleſſing, we muſt pray much. Prayer is both a duty, and fuch a 
privilege as is productive of every grace and bleſſing. Oh! what may 
not be expected from the prayer of Faith! what is it God hath not 
promiſed to thoſe that aſk in Chriſt's name! By this, a believer may 
certainly grow in knowledge, faith, wiſdom, grace, patience, peace, 
and reſt of foul. How amazing it is, that the great God has permit. 
ted ſuch worms to come into his preſence ! to make all our requeſs 
Known to him; promiſing to hear our prayers, to fulfill our deſires 
"y us wait upon him; and hath opened a new and living way to 
the throne of grace, through the vail of Chriſt's fleſh, who pleads our 
cauſe and the merits of his own blood! and ſays unto us,“ Aſk whit 
you will, in my name, and I will doit: nay, Aſk, and receive; thit 
your joy may be full!” Now, did we truly believe this—we ſhould 
: diligently ſeek and embrace every opportunity for prayer—ſhould po 
before the Lord with all our concerns, troubles and diftrefſes—ſhould 
lay all our affairs before the Lord, for council, comfort and direQion 
on all occafions ; looking up to God, as the Almighty King and fi 
preme Lord of all things, (yet our God and Father in Chrift) for hi 
grace and bleſſing to attend us in all places; to guide, ſupport, g 
with us, and be with us on all occaſions ; and go no where, or under 
take nothing without prayer. All believers think this ought to be: 
yet, how backward, how loth to pray, are moſt! rather talk of ii 
than do it! certainly, this is unbelief: for, did we truly believe tha 
God would hear every prayer, and return a blefling every time we 
pray, it would be impoſſible to be ſo remiſs as many of us are. Did 
we really believe and expect to receive ſome precious bleſſing ever) 
time we aſked, how diligent ſhould we be, to find occafions for pra) 


er! to improve all ſpare minutes for this bleſſed exerciſe! Five of 
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ten minutes often ſpent in fervent prayer, what great bleſſings might 


it bring down upon us! and how many ſuch ſpaces of time might we: 
find in a day, were we diligent to improve them! Do we want more: 
faith, love, grace, and to delight more in God; to be ſtrong in Chriſt; 
to have more of his fullneſs of grace, peace, and preſence ? Weſhould 
pray more : be more at the Fountain of life, drawing by faith out of 
the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, who hath ſaid, „Seek, and ye 
ſhall find: Aſk, and ye ſhall receive.” This would more endear 
and draw the ſoul to Chriſt ! beget more faith, love, and ſweet union 
and communion with him; give the foul a holy freedom at the 
throne of grace, and beget a holy familiar converſe between Chriſt 


and the ſoul; increaſing the ſpirit and tower, as well as the habit of 
prayer. But moſt live at a diſtance from God, ſpeak ſeldom to him 
in prayer; are ſo remiſs, nay, unwilling to be employed in this ſweet: 


proftable, divine exerciſe ! had rather talk and complain of ſpiritual 
wants, than pray much to Him, who can and will give abundantly to 


2”, 


Come unto me: Aſk what you will, &c. 


told on the Almighty's ſtrength ! | 
| 1verily believe, that moſt of that coldneſs, deadneſs, 


them who wait upon him, and aſk in faith. Ye have not, becauſe 
ye aſk not, ſaith the Apoſtle, If ye want faith in prayer, will, or 
power to pray: Aſk, and it ſhall be given you. We muſt pray, that 
Ie may be enabled to pray: Prayer increaſeth prayer. Oh! the ſoul 
efreſhments that flow from the receivings of faith, grace, and peace, 
obtain d by prayer, thro the prevalent interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt } 
Wow ſweet to draw nigh to God, as our God and Father in Chriſt ! to 
be often in converſe with the Almighty, in audience with Jehovah! 
to ſhow him all our troubles, wants, ſoul diſeaſes ; to caſt every bur- 
Een and care upon him! Chriſt hath purchaſed all grace aud every 
Pleſfing for us: prayer is the way and means to obtain them. Chrift 
entered into Heaven, now, to appear in the preſence of God for 
He offers our poor prayers enriched and perfumed with the in- 
Fenſc of his own merits! Oh! who can tell the glorious privileges 
End pleſfings of Chriſt's interceſſion at the throne of grace! He who 
Woved us, and died for us, who ever liveth to be our Advocate! The 
Incarnate God! who hath all power in Heaven and Earth! ſays unto, 
£ On! let us, my 
Plends, go boldly to the throne of grace, in full affurance of faith! 
Through His infinite merits, we may enter within the vail, and take 


© 


darkneſs, 


Pont of faith and comfort in the ſouls of many, is for want of more 
78 and fervent prayer: It is prayer brings a bleſſing on the word 
Cod, read or preached, and on all ordinances : but without much 


i 8 all will be vain. We may read and talk ourſelves out of all 
©, '$10n, without much prayer. Pray much, though you read little; 
id the divine Mr. Hervey. After the Apoſtle had pointed out all 


le Parts of the ſpiritual armour, in Ephef, vi. he brings 


in © AT. 
PRAYER 


— 
—— 


e 


PRAYER and ſupplication, watching unto it with all perſeverance 
as the great inſtrument to enable us to uſe the armour of God aright; 
Without this, they will be of little uſe to us, nor ſhall we fight the 
fight of faith. Prayer brings the influences of Chriſt's Spirit into our 
ſouls, both to ſubdue fin and corruption in us, and to transform u; 
into his bleſſed image, to make us meet for glory. All thoſe holy, 
heavenly men of old, were much in prayer, lived a life of prayer, 
three or four hours or more ſpent every day in prayer, this enabled 


them to live wholly unto God ; to be heavenly minded. Nor did [| 


ever hear, or read of, or know any one, who grew much in the divine 


life of faith and love, who did not pray much, and often. A man of 


much prayer, is a man of much grace; ſaid holy Mr. Hervey. But, 
oh! the little prayer which contents many at this day! perhaps, only 
in the family, or ſome ſhort general prayers ſerve them: no wonder 
faith, zeal, love, and grace are at ſuch a low ebb as we fee in moſt! 
Many tell you, they have not time; yet can find time for any thiny 
befide. Some ſay, they want the grace and ſpirit of prayer: let ſuch 
wait much upon the Lord in prayer, and they ſhall receive both, 
Many of old ſpent much of the night in prayer, who wanted time in 
the day: And ſome I know, now, who will arife early to pray, ot 
ſit up late to converſe with God; and ſuch are the only perſons 
know, who grow in true faith, real holineſs, and the vital power d 
religion; and to ſuch only, the Lord reveals himſelf as he doth nt 
unt the world. There is a myſtery in holy living which none ei. 
- *>.rtence, but thoſe who are much in prayer; theſe are changed dai 
Iy more and more into the image of Chriſt. There ariſes a peculiz 
| ſort of knowledge from practical Godlineſs, far different from ſpect 
lative knowledge, notions, and opinions; this is Experience; whit 
none know, but experienced Chriſtians. Such can diſcern, what othes 
cannot. A man who travels through a Country, has a far differ 
fort of knowledge of it, than one who views it only in a Map.— 
Prayer, is a direct application to the bleſſed God himſelf; an imm 
diate intercourſe with the Fountain of all goodneſs, bleſſedneſs, por 
er, and grace! it is holding communion with the infinite God | 
Chriſt, whoſe preſence creates heaven in the ſoul ! what divine ble: 
ſed influences muſt the ſoul receive, from this conſtant and ble 
exerciſe! In prayer, the ſoul puts forth acts of faith, hope, 10% 
truſt, and confidence in God. This is a divine exerciſe of all gra: 
It muſt therefore be of wonderful benefit to the ſoul! well might it 
Pfalmift ſay, It is good for me to draw near to God! In pray 
we can plead Chriſt's merits, God's covenant and promiſes ; and th 
of great uſe in prayer, to plead theſe, and to have right and che- 
| conceptions of God's free love, his covenant of grace, and that 
is freely given to us out of infinite love, and flows to poor finn®! 
dhrough the blood, merits, and interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. It 2 
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great uſe in prayer, to remember what the Lord hath already done 
for us, ſaving us from our wickedneſs, fin and blood, blindneſs, and 
miſery ; from the ſlavery of fin and Satan, to be heirs of God; his 
adopted children, in Chriſt ! how he hath preſerved us, bleſſed us, 
given us all we enjoy, and will bleſs us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
Chriſt, and bring us to eternal life and glory through bim! This 
muſt raiſe the foul to love, praiſe, and delight in God, and increafe 
ſaith, hope, truſt, and confidence in him. We ſhould be particular 
in giving thanks for particular mercies ; and be particular in our re- 
queſts to God, ** pour out our hearts before him: be particular in 
confeſſion, in petitions, in thankſgivings, in interceſſions for all men, 
more eſpecially for the glory and increaſe of Chriſt's kingdom ; for 


| the whole houſheld of faith; for particular friends and cauſes; for 


faithful preachers; and be very particular to interceed for thoſe, to 
whoſe ſouls we defire to do good ; to lay their caſes before the Lord, 
and to vary our petitions as their ſtate requireth : This is the way to 
be uſeful to them, and for the Lord to bleſs our endeavours for their 
00d, 8 
Thirdly. To watch unto Prayer to watch the frame of our ſpirits 
in prayer ; to watch unto times and ſeaſons of prayer; to beware that 
nothing prevents prayer, or that it be not ſlightly performed, is a 
duty of vaſt importance. Suffer not Satan, ſloth, talking, or any thing 
to rob the ſoul of theſe precious ſeaſons of drawing near to God, to 
receive all bleſſings thereby. It will be of great uſe to have ſtated 
times for prayer; when moſt at quiet, alone, or when buſineſs per- 


| mits: and to ſuffer nothing to divert us from theſe, but watch to per- 


form the duty, as if ſalvation depended upon it. If faith be weak, 


and the ſoul dry, and unfit for prayer, yet let us go and attempt our 
| duty in the name and ftrength of Chrift, putting forth the withered 
| hand, as the Lord commandeth. While we attempt the outward act, 
the Lord may give us the ſpirit of prayer: This I have often found, 
in low, dead frames; as if I had no power or ſtrength ; yet, on at- 
tempting the duty, ſtrength, faith, and power have been given; and 

when it is not, the Lord will accept the will: and I have thought 


thoſe prayers the moſt acceptable, becauſe there was moſt ſelf-denial, 


and ſuch dryneſs, that nothing but Chriſt's merits and interceſſion 
| Could give us to hope for acceptance. It is a great miſtake, as It ap- 
| Pears to me, to neglect prayer, as many do, becauſe they are untit, 


and have no good frame. Oh! let us go in the ſtrength of the Lord! 
Put forth the withered hand : The Lord will help you. Do not ſay, 
you Cannot pray, and ſo (as many do) omit the the duty! Yau can 
attempt the act of Prayer: Let me perſwade you to do it conſtantly, 


and you will find the benefit great. We know not what the Lord | 


will enable us to do, 'till we make trial. I know Satan, ſelf, floth, 


unbelief, &c. will all plead againſt this: But, let faith and the word 
of the Lord prevail ! s . Watch 
9 


1 | 
Watch, and ſee what anſwers to Prayer you receive; obſerve how 
good and faithful the Lord is, in granting the requeſts of them that 
m ſee what a gracious God, hearing prayer, you have. How 


muſt it draw. the ſoul to love and adore the wonderful God, who 


© condeſcends to hear and anſwer the prayers of ſuch vile worms !— 
% ] will love the Lord, becauſe he hath heard my prayer: becauſe 
he hath inclined his ear unto me, I will call upon him as long as! 
live. Pſalm cxvi. 1. 2. To ſee how the Lord anſwers our prayers 
will alſo much increaſe faith, hope, truſt, and confidence in him; 


it will give us to have ſweet experience of the truth and faithfulneſs ] 


of God's word and promiſes: This will encourage us to pray more 
and more, to fly unto him as our refuge, to call upon him. continual- 
ty: for we never ſeek his face in vain. We ſhould alſo confidently 
expect anſwers to all our prayers, which are according to his word: 
We honour the Lord by trufting in him, and expecting firmly what 
he hath promiſed : It will be according to our Faith. Aſk what je 
will in bh name, I will do it. And that bleſſed promiſe, Markxi, 
23. 24. © Whatſoever things ye defire when ye pray : believe that 
ve receive them, and ye ſhall have them W hat a myftery of faith 
Is here! But, if we pray, and yet expect not anſwers, according to 
God's word: it is no wonder if we have them not. Ob! let us fir 
up faith and hope! It is not that we are worthy : but Jeſus is wor- 
thy! and all is freely given through Him. Open wide the mouth 
of faith, and God will fill it! 7 Cs 
I hope none will be offended, if 1 preſume to point out ſome me: 
: thod and times of prayer. In the morning, before we engage in ay 
bufineſs, or ſuffer our thoughts to dwell on any thing, our heat 


fall down before him, and offer up body, ſoul, and ſpirit to God, in 
Chriſt: to adore, worſhip, and praiſe the glorious tri- une God! ue 
ſhould pray to be kept, taught, fanctified, directed and governed f 
all things by him, and make ſuitable petitions as our fate requiretd: 
If we have no family to pray with, to make this more particular and 
ſolemn; if we have families, to make it more ſhort and general 
After breakfaſt, or before dinner, to pray again: and again aftet 
dinner, or in the afternoon. In the evening to pray ſecretly again, 
and once or twice to add interceſſions for all men, as above ; beſide 
family prayer in the evening. I know ſeveral eminent chriſtians uſe 
this method, who grow much in grace, &c. I am aware It will be 
ſaid, Few have ſo much time or opportunity for Prayer. I an- 
ſwer, If we would try, we might find time enough. I ſee in a. 
many ſpaces of time waſted in a day, which would ſerve for tus 
purpoſe. It may be ſaid, “Some time is needful to relax the 
and mind.” I anfwer, If we did delight in God, nothing Won 
more refreſh and comfort us than holding communion with him; 15 
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this way of much prayer is the means to enable us to delight in God. 
We love to converſe with thoſe we love; deſire to be with them; 
watching to ſeek occaſions of being with them; and will pretend ma- 
M ny things to enjoy what we love. Thus it would be in drawing near 


5 to the Lord in prayer, did we heartily love God. It would pain the 
— W ſoul to be kept from waiting upon him. Nor will it hinder bufineſs 
uſe for the bleſſing of the Lord is that which gives ſucceſs and peace in 
is [ bufineſs : and alſo, the Lord giveth power and ability to diſpatch 
I buſmnefs faſter and better than if we neglect prayer; and I have heard 
5 ſome ſay, that they have done more buſineſs, in leſs time, than when 
nels they prayed leſs. Nor do I know any, more diligent, or who dif- 
W patch more buſineſs, than thoſe who pray much and often: “ For, 
ue. unleſs the Lord build the houſe, their labour is but loſt that build it, 
ang | though they riſe up early and fit up late. 

5 [ have been longer upon Prayer, becauſe it is this brings a bleſſing 


on every other means, and without this, all other means will profit 

 W little. 1 alſo fee how remiſs almoſt all are in this great duty. What 
. little prayer contents moſt ! They had rather do any thing than pray; 
—live at a diſtance from God—will not come to him often, to have 
life and grace more abundantly. * Family duty only, contenteth 
ſome : and ſome ſhort general prayer beſide, contenteth more. Alas! 
Is this © to pray always? without ceaſing? to labour in prayer? to 
| firive, to wreſtle, to watch unto it? to pray evermore? to abound in 
it? &, &c. This ſeems the real cauſe of that cold, dead, luke- 
warm ftate of many: of that low ftate of knowledge, faith, and grace 
in others; of that darkneſs and diſcomfort in many. Beſides, if 
| Prayer bringeth not the continual influences of Chriſt into the ſoul, 
do keep and water it always, Satan, the world, or ſome fin creeps in, 

and we grow remiſs in every duty; formality preyails; the vital power 
| of godlineſs withers and decays; faith is not in exerciſe ; zeal and 


the power, or a worldly ſpirit poſſeſſeth us. This is the ſtate of ma- 
ny at this day. None grow in grace, or in faith, or are conformed 
to the image of Chriſt, but thoſe who are much with God in prayer: 
uch, only, know the ſecrets of God; are familiar with the Lord; 
can apply to him on all occaſions : the Lord ſheweth them his cove- 
nant, We are beſet and tempted with evils: We wreſtle not only 


Watch to aſſault and ruin our ſouls! What great need then, * to 
Frau always, with all prayer and ſupplication in the ſpirit, with all 
perſeyerance; that we may ſtand in the evil day of temptation ! * ” 

| | Fourthly. 

* Mr, HN R, on theſe words, in Pſalm cix. © But I give myſelf unto Prayer, 
mus expounds them. © I am for Prayer; I am a man of Prayer; I love Prayer, and 
| Prize Prayer, and practiſe Prayer, and make a buſineſs of Prayer; and am in my 


© gg when I am at Prayer. A good man is made up of Prayer; G1VES HIMSELF 
® PRAYER, as the Apoſtles did. Acts vi. 4. | 


love grow cold; Satan's devices are leſs dreaded ; a form without 


with fleſh and blood, but powerful, dreadful ſpirits of darkneſs, who 


{ 
| 
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Fourthly. Watchfulneſs and Self-denial are of great importance 
to advance the Soul in holy living. To watch againf all fin, and all 
occafions which lead to fin; to watch our own hearts; and to knoy 
ourſelves truly. Self-knowledge is of ſingular uſe, to try and examine 
our hearts, the ways and motives of all we do; whether God's glory 
be the end and defign of all we do, or whether to pleaſe ourſelyes or 
the world, or i wi cuſtom be the ſpring of our actions. God's 
glory ought to be the aim and deſign of all we do, this is that which 

od looketh at. Oh! tis a great thing to have an eye to the glory 
of God in all our actions! Much ſelf-knowledge is needful to ens. 
ble us to try and examine all we do. Many actions have all the ap- 
pearances of being good; yet, perhaps, ſelf-love, ſelf-will, ſelf. 

leafing, or, becauſe juſt at that time we had a mind to do ſo, was the 
motive, not God's will and glory. Perhaps, if our mind had not 
been to do it, we ſhould have left it undone, tho' commanded of 
God. Oh! this ſelf is a ſubtil enemy; it robs God of his glory! 
tis an heart idol; and often appears ſo ſpecious, ſo diſguiſed, tha 
unleſs taught of God we cannot diſcern it, ſelf-love and our own 
wills do ſo blind us. Self wants to be pleafed, to be applauded and 
eſteemed ; whereas, Self-denial, mortification of, and renouncing our 
own wills, is the firſt leſſon that Chriſt hath taught. If any ma 
will come after me; let him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs, aud 
follow me. Nay We muſt cut off right hands, pluck out right 
eyes, or we cannot be the diſciples of Chriſt. This makes * The 
way to life fo narrow, that few there be that find it. Woe mit 
watch, to ſee whether our actions are according to our prayers. Do 
we ſtrive to perform what we pray to do, and ſhun and avoid what w 


celve our own ſouls. Do we pray againſt ſin and temptation ? dot 


take due care to avoid all occaſions that may lead to them? do vi 


fight the fight of faith, deny our wills, affections, and appetites, mor 


his humble and patient ſelf-denying ſpirit ?=I know many will ſay 
4% That they cannot do any thing; Nothing can they do: and i 


do not attempt to preſs forward in the way of duty, or ſtir up th: 


race of God that is in them, but indulge ſloth, indolence, and neg 
Iect of duty. But, do ſuch expect to grow in grace, in faith, holi. 


neſs, aſſurance, or heavenly mindedneſs; while they neglect Wo bſpiritua] 


Chriſt's Word and example, to deny ourſelves—to crucify the feng 12 ir 


—to cut off right hands to pray always, and not to faint? NO 


means of grace God has appointed for that end? Is this to follov 


"Tis directly oppoſite to Scripture rules. —Sloth, unbelief, and Anti 
-nomian delufions may ſay, Alas! We are ſo weak, ſo indiſpoſed, 


that we cannot attempt the duty, &c. But, I reply, in Dr. o_ 
| | 4 "ods 


words, 
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all this, 
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pray to be delivered from? If we do not, we mock God, and de- : it of a 1 
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tify the fleth, and preſs forward in the way of our duty in all thing ere? C; 


do we follow Chriſt as our example; praying, ſtriving to grow into 
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5 words, You will not. You will not part with your eaſe—will 
not crucify your luſts—you will not deny yourſelyes, nor ufe all di- 
ligence, or ſtir up the gift of God that is in you— nt you muft do 
all this, and more, or you will never attain Peace or Aſſurance, 
J but ſpend your days in darkneſs, and lie down in forrow. Po offer 
\ ls x to ſuch looſe walkers, is to give them poiſon: Reproof and 
"WM :dmonition is proper. Ye are idle: Ariſe from your floth ; uſe alt 


- diligence ; meditate, watch, pray much; keep your hearts; ſearch, 
* try, examine yourſelves; fly temptations: be diligent in all means of 
po. grace, and, do you abound in them; or you are not faithful to your 


ell own ſouls. Dr. Prefton fays, The reafon that ſo many. 
eu ode the fervour, life, and power of religion, is, becauſe they grow 
remiſs in ſecret Prayer: The ſacred fire oe⸗ out for want of the fuel 
of Prayer. If you'd be revived, &c. Repent, and do thy firſt works : 
that is, Uſe thy former diligence in calling upon Gad ! This will 
bring divine influences of grace to renew your ſtrength and quicken 
your ſouls. When the Soul is in low, dull, dead frames, and unfit 
for Prayer; then we ſhould by all means ſet about the duty; this is 
be ſeaſon that we want moſt to pray; this is, to ariſe and take hold on 


* he flrength of Gd. „ 3 

e | cy that are regenerated and 122 united to Chriſt by faith, have 
11 1 principle of life from him; and Life has a power to a To what 
f 1 purpoſes are we commanded to watch, pray, ſtrive, and uſe all dili- 
mt ence to grow in grace, if we had no power? All the preſſing ex- 
D. dortations in Scripture would be abſurd and uſeleſs, if we were only 


$ ſtocks and ftones : But this is Antinomian deluſion ! Such are poſ- 


1 0 Et of a lazy, ſlothful ſpirit; deceived by Satan, carnal ſecurity, &c. 
dof is alſo rank unbelief and rebellion againſt God, to difregard and 


t at nought his commands and precepts, which are the means he 
a8 appointed for us to obtain growth in all Grace. Can fuch be fin- 
Were? Can ſuch expect to grow into a meetneſs for Heaven—while 
ey deſpiſe or neglect the very means that God has ordained for 
at end? Is it not much to be feared that ſuch have no true faith 
grace — are no true belizvers—and have only got notions and opi- 
ons in their heads, inſtead of Chriſt in the heart? Mr. Flavel 
, in his Saint indeed, ** I do avow, if that ever you attain peace 
d aſſurance in God's ordinary way, you muſt take pains, with your 
arts; &c. There are ſeaſons when ſound Believers are in dull, 
piritual frames: And, weak Believers find little power, life, or 
rength in holy duties. But ſuch are not ſatisfied; they will not 
in ſuch floth, indolence, and neglect of duty; but, like the 
ice in the Canticles, ariſe and ſeek the Lord, in every means of 
ace, Cant. iii. 2. 3. 4. We can do the outward act; we can 

ice ourſelyes to attempt Prayer, Reading, &c. And, whilft we gg 
FA to attempt our duty in te OUR at, the Lord does often 


1 7 CONE: 
give inward power, life, and ftrength to perform that duty: This! 
have often experienced. When we are in the way of our duty, God 
meets us and bleſſetli us. Tis alſo an act of Faith when we are dr 
and unfit for holy duties, to attempt them, believing we ſhall find the 
Lord, this way, to help and to work in us both to will and to perform 
aright. Seek, and ye ſhall find; Aſk, and ye fhall receive, ſays 
Chriſt. This I have found true. To ſeek, is to attempt our duty— 


though we be dull, cold, and dead, yet let us go to him in holy du- 


ties, that we may be quickened, and * receive life, more abundantly!” 
God's ways are contrary to all our natural affections, ways and de. 
fires; the doctrines of Chriſt are quite oppoſite to the Hh. It is the 
doctrine of the Croſs, (utterly oppoſite to all the ways, wiſdom, and 


ſed and hated for Chriſt's ſake, and to bear all things patiently : Hoy 
contrary to ſelf, and the fleſh! Therefore, It is the fleſh that mult bt 
crucified, and the ſoul made humble and poor in ſpirit; or we car 
not be Chriſt's diſciples. 5 | 

It is of great uſe, to examine every duty and action before we en. 
ter upon it, and to take God's word as our rule and guide in it; to 
aſk ourſelves, why we do it? what is the motive we att from? to en 
quire thus, Will this thing be for God's Glory? do I intend that a 
the end? is it according to God's Word? am I in the way of ny 
duty? is it God's will? is it God's way? is it my proper buſineß'! 
what may be the conſequence of this? will this promote the divin 
life of faith and grace in my ſoul * will this edify or do good to any! 
do I in this follow Jeſus Chriſt? would he do this, or ſpeak or a 


thus? am I not ſeeking praiſe from men? or doing my own vi 


only? would not this time be better ſpent in Prayer? &c. Ate 
wards, it is of uſe to examine, how we perform'd every duty; wit 
what views? how much of pride and ſelf we diſcover in it; or of u 
unbelief, or of Satan's devices? &c.” Alſo, before going out on 
ſineſs, or for company, or pleaſure, to conſider what fin may beſetu 
what temptation may befall us, and whether it may not be ſafer f 
us to decline going, if we are not obliged to it; and to pray to i 
directed by the Lord, guided by his counſel, and kept in peace an 
ſafety by his Providence and Grace; and to conſider what views 
ſhall have of what we are about when it be over; whether we ft 
approve it, or wiſh it undone: If the latter, Forbear to do it; chec 
and deny your will for the preſent, and much peace and pleaſu 
will be the couſequence. 5 

There is in men ſome beſetting fin, conſtitutional in moſt; Th 
is apt to betray the ſoul ; we are apt to be blinded and deluded by" 
it is infatuating ; drawing and exciting the defires and thoughts aft 
it: Therefore, great care and guard is needful againſt this; for 


tan will ever be preſenting ſome ſuitable object to FR mind to * 
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this corruption. It is of great uſe to know this ; for thisis the heart- 
is idol, which ſo cafily betrays us. Prayer to the Lord to caſt it out, 
od and for his grace to keep us watchful, and to enable us to overcome 
dry it, is our continual duty, | 2 

the Reſting in and truſting to ſenſible comforts and joys, prevent many 
orm from growing into vital Godlineſs: Joys and comforts are what ma- 
fays ny ſeek after, and truſt in, as the eſſence of religion. Such pay little 
y- rcgard_to any duty, unleſs it tends to warm their affections, &c. Such 
 du- W obſerve not what growth of grace they attain, or whether they are 
ly! transform'd into the Image of Chriſt, in patience, purity, and real 
de. holineſs, but, what joys and comforts they find; neither, whether 
s the theſe joys and comforts ariſe from a growing conformity to the di- 
„and vine will, in the way of duty; in a cloſe walk with God. But if 
efpi-W their affections are warmed—their paſſions ſtirred up to ſenſible com- 
Ho forts, they conclude all is well. Alas! This deceives many! Affec- 
uit be ting diſcourſes on Chriſt, His Love, and what He has done for ſin- 
cu ners, and the Love of God, in Chriſt, difplayd ; theſe will warm 
the heart, and ſenfibly affect many, who were never converted, or 


e e united to Chriſt, or ſanctified through Faith in Him. Tis ſuppoſed 
t; o that Satan can and do ſtir up and greatly advance ſuch joys and com- 
to en forts as theſe ; nay, that he can excite joys and raptures to a degree 
that beyond thoſe the Holy Spirit gives to real believers; for this increa- 


of mW f{@th their deluſion, ſtrengthens his kingdom in em, keeps them in 


ineks! carnal ſecurity, and his goods are in peace. Therefore build not fo 
divine much upon thy jovs, comforts, and affections; but ſee to thy actions, 
> any" to thy walk with God, to the bent of thy will to glorify God in all 
or al 


| things; for this is what God regards. | 
Asthere isa holy induſtry, which enables the ſoul to grow in grace, 
and to ahi yr its talents, ſo there is alſo a ſpiritual ſloth and indo- 


n wil | 
After 


i WI 


lence which prevents it: This makes the ſoul like a door turning on 


of u its hinge, but never. going out of its. place. So they, who give way 
on b to this ſloth, make no advances in the divine life; they will not 
>ſet u ſtretch forth the wither'd hand in all holy diligence, nor ſtir up them- 
fer 08 {clves to take hold on Chriſt's ſtrength, or go forth in dead frames to 
y to i prayer, and ſtrive and wreftle to be quickened in ſpiritual ſtrength.— 
Ce il Truiting in frames, is alſo an hindrance, yet moſt of us are apt to do 


this; and many ſeem to miſtake frames for Faith, and truſt much up- 
on them, But Faith is a trufting to, and reſting firmly upon, God's 
word and promiſe, venturing the ſoul upon Chriſt, as promiſed and 
| {et forth in the Goſpel, for our whole ſalvation ; and this we may ſo- 
idly rely on when we have no lively frames, and from. hence ariſes 
| What ſolid peace and reſt to the ſoul, which true Faith alone can give. 
Some weak believers go complaining from place to place, of the bad- 
neſs and deadneſs of their ſpicitual fate, and ſeem to lay more de- 
bendence on the counſel and advice of others, and to expect more 
| | | B 2 from 


(00 ] 

from that, than from a direct application to God. To ak advice of 
ſpiritual perſon is very good, and is often bleſſed with good effect; ind me 
but as all our help and comfort muſt come from God only, on Chrig I read, te 
alone, we ſhould truſt, hope, and rely, for all quickening and renew. MW chap. ii 
ing Grace; for He is that bread of life which came down from Hez. © velatior 
ven, Which alone can ſatisfy the ſoul. © He that cometh to me, thay I the hop 
never hunger, he that believeth on me, ſhall never thirſt.” John vi. 51 and lov 

Much Talking, even of facred things, has a tendency to draw the dc. 
Soul from a cloſe walk, and communion with Ged, to prevent ſecret tained 1 
prayer, or cauſe us to be remiſs in it: Much Talk tends to beget tend to 
lightneſs of ſpirit, to fill the mind with many ideas which unft w then we 
for ſecret duty, in a ſpiritual, fervent, waiting upon God: Thoughts in praye 
of what we have heard or ſpoken enter in, and prevent the Soul's aſ. Lord ſp 
cending up to God. Much Talking, alſo, tends to ſpiritual Pride, tis the 
Solomon ſays, In the multituie of words, there wanteth not fin.” Mt? Heav 

Fifthly. To hear, read, and meditate on the word of God, is z | bections 
principal means to grow in all ſpirttual knowledge, wiſdom, faith, or readi 
truſt, hope, and confidence in God. Tis in the Goſpel Chriſt is x- ce of 
vealed; this is the glaſs in which we behold Him, by Faith; this bids us, 
is the Great Charter of Heaven! Here is the covenant of Free Grace the writt 
and Love ſer forth and declared, ſealed and ratitied, with the Seal leſt we | 
and Oath of the living God. The Scriptures are the rich mines des of 
all heavenly knowledge and wiſdom. T hefe are the Chriftians Metror of 


treaſury : Here are precious things of God, infinite, and wonderful! BW” by 
Here is tbe life, death, doctrine, and legacy of the glorious Re. far ab 
deemer! Here, he bequeaths to us at his death, unſearchable riches Ml editate 
of grace; love, bleſſedneſs, crowns, kingdoms, rivers of pleaſure; ul thing! 
endleſs, boundleſs glories, and everlaſting joy and peace! It mul rikes th 
needs be af intinite importance and concern, truly and ſpiritually wi) ' be 
underſtand, and ſavingly believe the Word of God; and the reaſon nat Chri 
of my not pointing this out as the firſt principal means of ſalvation, dias, 
was, becauſe what I have wrote on the neceſſity of faith and much 0 Odſery 
prayer, for the teachings of God's Spirit, ſeems to me abſolutely ulflled i 
needful, in order to underſtand and diſcern the great and wonderful ol «« 
things of God's Word. It is for want of this, ſo many read the le- editatio 
ter, but diſcern not the hidden ſpiritual things contained in it: the et, Kc. 
read the hiſtory of Chriſt, but underſtand not the glorious myſtery d onderfy 
Chriſt: For no man knoweth the things of God, but by the Spuit 3 : fo 
of God: They are fooliſhneſs to natural men; nor can they diſcm 6 
them, unleſs taught of God. The preaching of the Croſs is faaliſſ. 232 
nefs unto all ſuch ; tho' it is the power of God unto ſalvation to all Uh d ſeq 
that believe: Nay, Chriſt himſelf, though he is the wiſdom of ad - %; Con 
andthe power of God; yea the wiſdom of God in a myſtery, ſeemeth 1 "hk th 
a tumbling block to all not taught of God. See 1 Cor. i. 23, 4 . "wg 


and it. 7, 11, 14. The Word of God is a myſtery ! we ſhould (9) Nile fig 


„ 

b. and meditate on ĩt day and night; we ſhould always pray, before we 
bead, to be taught of God; as Paul did for the believing Ephehans, 
ng chap. iii.“ that the Lord would give us the ſpirit of wiſdom and re- 
ea. velation, to open the eyes of our underſtanding, that we might know | 
dall Kt hope of his calling, the exceeding greatneſs of his power, grace, 
and love; and to know the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge, 
the 8c. Chritt is the myſtery of the word, the hidden treaſure chn- 
"WE tained in it; he is the Incarnate Word: All the revelations of God 
tend to point out Chriſt, and our great need of him; After prayer, 
then we ſhould read; to hear what the Lord God will ſay to us; for 
ent in prayer, We ſpeak to God: In hearing or reading his Word, the 
5 Lord ſpeaks to us. — Tis the word of life, tis the word of ſalvation, 
is the ſtandard of all truth; tis the rule of life ; it points out the way 
n. Wo Heaven; tis the compaſs to ſteer by: Here are precepts and di- 


Ne rections both for faith and practice in every duty of life. In hearing 
ah or reading this blefſed Word, we ſhould attend as if we heard the 


voice of Chrift himſelf ſpeaking to us, we ſhould take heed, as Chriſt 
bids us, who and what ive hear preached, bringing all to the teſt of 
the written Word, and receive nothing but what the Word teacheth, 


804 leſt we hear men untaught of God oppoſe or explain away the Serip- 
es eres of Truth, and ſo“ the blind lead the blind. This is the fatal 
tian; rer of many wie explain all the deep and wonderful myſteries of 
wil © by un- ſanctiſſed Reaſon, which cannot comprehend them, beiuig 
s Be- fer above Reafon, as the Heavens are above the Earth: We may 
rich editate on the Word of God, and diſcover more and more wondet- 
ſure, el things in it to our lives end! When we read any thing which 


*. rikes the mind, or what we want to underſtand, we ſkould. top; and 


hy uf 2 to be taught of God; when going to hear it preached, ſhould pray 
realen Chriſt may open our hearts to underſtand and believe, as he did 
ation ydia's, Acts xvi. It will enlarge our views; and confirm our faith, 
- mugh 0 obſerve the wonderful ſublime prophecies of the Old Teſtament 
Jutely ulflled in the Goſpel, How precious, David eſteemed the Word bf 
derfil od | c above thouſands of gold. O how I love thy Law! tis my 


pelitation all the day. I delight in thy Word: tis a lamp to my 
et, &c.” Let us learn, ſtudy, and pray much, that we may ſee the 
onderſul things of God's Word! Chriſt ſays, Search the Scrip- 
4 : for he that heareth my Word, and believeth, hath everlaſting 
Ithly, Chrift is the ſoul and ſubſtance of every ordinance; we 
ould ſeek to find him in them all: for Chriſt is our Life! And the 
Ioly Communion of his Body and Blood, which Himſelf hath ordai- 
. we ſhould partake of as often as poſſible, O this is a moſt divine 
"nance indeed! Here the precious death and paſſion of Chtiſt is 
xt forth, his wondrous ſacrifice of himſelf as offered for our fins, in 
Able fins! Pere, by faith, 3 may feed on Chriſt; receive him 

| 3 | into 


* 


bs ( 22 ) Seven 
into our hearts, to dwell in us, to heal the diſeaſes of our ſouls, to im. Mis, To ſ. 
part freſh ſupplies of ſpiritual life, grace, faith, and ſtrength to the NPerſon 
foul. Here we ſhould come, as to the almighty Phyſician of the ſou}, Nin Chri 
open to him all our diſeaſes, tell him all our wants, ſhew him all ou Ifre to b. 
troubles, believe him preſent, willing to give all that is really good Wthe Fat! 
for us; conſider his love, dying to ſave us! The great God, Gn in Chrif 
of all things, incarnate, (made fleſh |) that he might in our nature ful. 2. Cor. 
Mill the law for us, work righteouſneſs to juſtify us, preach peace aul In Chriſ 
falvation to loſt finners, and then offered up himſelf as a full atone. Wand acti. 
ment and perfect ſacrifice for our ſins: All who believe are pardoned ing lov 
Juftified, and accepted through him. This Sacrament is to ſeal pardoi the ſea, 
and peace to our ſouls; here, poor, helpleſs ſinners are called to re WMhcaling 
ceive all this freely; not for any merits of ours; not becauſe we hawMiouls to 
ſaid ſuch and ſuch prayers, read ſuch and ſuch books to prepare u loſt f1 
as many blindly think; No: nothing can make us worthy, but Chris guilt 
himſelf! We ſhould go as poor, blind, miſerable finners, to be healeWurpatiin 
"bleſſed, and enriched by Chriſt, freely; carry nothing but faith, ell mi 
a deep ſenſe of our miſery, and of the Lord's will and power to he, tha 
and bleſs: We ſhould expect great things, vaſt bleſſings out of Chril{Wpnvicry 
fulneſs! Fear not, only believe, faith the Lord, “according to you attain to 
faith you will receive. What may we not expect from this ou ſee 
nance! If we receive Chriſt to dwell in us, what life, grace, comfort God trul 
joy and peace muſt we receive! If Chriſt be in us, he is that Hep: Hd he te 
Glory! All bleſſings muſt come with him: HE 1s ALL 1x Auf men Ene 
This Sacrament is a great myſtery of faith ! "Tis Faith alone make H eo vah 
efficacious. We muſt pray much for Faith: Precious Faith brin King of 
Chriſt and all bleſſings into the ſoul. If faith be weak and low,! Knoweth 
us go, that the Lord may renew our ſtrength ! Chrift not only gi prehend 
Himſelf, and all grace to us but he alſo creates faith in us, to enabl in fleſh, | 
us to receive him. O let us go, weak, helpleſs, and wretched, as hs" ſe 
are! The Lord alone can heal us. It is the fick only, need the plj he appea 
fician ; nor can any thing on earth heal us, but Chrift himſelf. ki Ihined th 
fon comprehends nothing of this myſtery ! Men of reaſon only,! ſhone lil 
ceive nothing but the bread and wine; tis Faith alone feeds on CH down as 
and receives him with all his fullneſs, grace, and ſalvation, Ma and he d 
poor ſouls have gone to this myſterious Feaſt, cold and low in fil and all { 
but the Lord has met and bleſſed them ſo in the ordinance, that! by ſaith 
have returned filled with love, joy, and peacc : For the Lord ble Curd, 1 
and filled them with faith and his preſence, ſo that their ſouls I 


the Sun ! 


been ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs! thus the Lord fulfilled . : 
promiſe, ** Seck and ye ſhall find, c. But if no preſent reef de org 
ment be received, if we went ſincerely truſting to Chriſt to heal, be Stow in 
and come into our ſouls; we ſhould believe we have received bl 3 ſee 
although at preſent we have no ſenſe of his preſence, vet we may! Pring, u 


terwards; for tis by faith we live, and not by ſenſe, or 1795 
| > 5 even 


n darknefs, deat + Go 
and diſcomfate is there 2 en the Lord ariſes on the foul, win loved th 
healing under his wings, 5, aich, love, and gtace are in exerciſe his infin 
As the Sun imparts 55 and behefft to alt, withour 1 fe * chiiey 6 


miniſhing its own light and glory; ſo can the Lord Jefus 611 an in Chrif 
Blefs all with 411 bleffedneſs of falvation, life, Jace, and righteouf pears, fo 
efs, without withdrawing from any, or diminiſhing his own infinitlſfl them, br 
fullneſs! Colild We attain more to know the Lord thus, and draw heal love Jef 
to him in ations of faith and love, we ſhould be mote transformet appear a 
into his divine image. For this we fhould ftudy, meditate, ſtrive ani knowlec 
pray; for Chriſt fs our life, ſttength, and Righteouſneſs, and we ani ft, but: 
com plete in Him; 9 truly to know Him, is eternal life and glory. hath bli 
_ This glorious Redeemer is alſb © entered into heaven with his o elorious 
Þlood, now to appear in the preſence of God for us! As our Ade, And bee 
Cate, to intefcedè for us; as Our great High-Prieſt, to offer our pra in Chrit 
ers, perfumed with the rich ible of his infinite merits ; as God ant often ter 
our frie 

ed fools 


7 


Man in Ch rift, exalting our nature, bringing fallen man to be recon 
Che. is / Fer „ s; We 7 7 We th 5 {, 9 ned | 

ciled to Gad, and into union with himſelf, having obtained eterm 
redemption , and the Git of the Holy Ghoſt for us; and as our Fore keep go 
runner, taking poſſeſſion of Heayen for us! He is a vital head of d tempt ; 
vine influences to every true ellever, who is united to him by oe when w. 


pirit, and f a living member of his myſtical body, receiveth ſpiriuai Oh 

ie, and all grace out of his infinite Kinks. * Becauſe he lives, wei being af 

2all live alſo. wh | tain tim 
of the 8 


It is alfo Aeteat benefit in our chriſtian warfare, to know how h 
Ire by Faith In times of temptation, darkneſs, trouble of conſcience 
after any falls, or in times of great trial or affliction, or when the Lod 
hides his face from us, and we are called to exerciſe Faith and Pai 
ence :—Then to be enabled to truſt and reſt on the Lord Jeſus; uſ 
Fommit body and ſoul to him; to caſt every burthen and care upoi 
him; for the Lord to carry us in his arms through all temptations au 


ſerve tw 
vents m. 
for this, 
his wor 
fore his 


Earth, 


trials; to act Faith in his Blood daily and hourly, for pardon of af ſome en 
Sn ; to take hold of his ſtrength under weakneſs ; to look unto hin dome cr 
for light in darkneſs, for ſupport under all trials; to pray and belie] Truth, 
Mkt ih Lord will be our ſtrength , and deliver us in time, and male Trying 
all things work together for our good; and by faith and patience, 0 owning 
= walt the Lord's time. Chriſt is our life and ſtrength at all times - mockes 
Let us, as commanded, in Ifaiah,1. 10. when we walk in darkneb for the 

and have no Uabt. let us truſt in the name of the Lord and be ſtay them. 
on our God! learn to live by faith at all times, and go unto Chi tremb!. 
under all burdens, trials, and temptations, that we may find reſt and arc Th 
peace to our ſouls in him. It is alſo of ſingular benefit to our peace who br 
and conſofation, to have right and clear views of Chriſt's righteou-i power 
11 imputed to us, as our righteouſneſs, to juſtify us before God: boy 5 
| 4 


his is that which the Apoſtle deſired to be found in. Phil. wk 


9 n 

netz God was in Chriſt, recokciling the world to hitrſelf. Bod ve" 
wicht loved the world, thitt he gave hiserernsl Son to ſave us; diſplaying 
cif MW his infinite love to the fallen race]! Yet, herein appears the Are 
r d chmity of mari againſt God; In hating to believe or Terps 
and in Chrift. All profeſs to love God: But when the bleſſed God ap» 
col} prars, fo as to be known, almoſt all would not have Him to reigu dvr 
finite them, but per ſecued him to death. —80 it is a%w ; If any profeſs do 
neaf love Jeſus Chriſt, and own Him as God, hatred and enmity preſentiy 
mei appear againſt him! This is Satan's device to keep men from ali true 
e an knowledge of God: For there is no knowledge of God to any bene. 
re au fit, but as he is, in Jeſus Chriſt. The God of this world i Devils 
ory, hath blinded the minds of them who believe not, left the ligh of the 
sou elorious Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould ſhine unto them. 2. Cor. ig. 4. 
Ado And becauſe the world is agreed to deſpiſe this way of knowing God, 

ray in Chriſt, and to count them as fools and enthuſiaſts that de, we are 
4 an often tempted to be aſhamed of this cauſe before men, fearing to loſe 


eco our friends, our credit and worldly intereſt ; unwilling to be counts 
ternal ed fools, or ſuffer harm or loſs ; to be hated by the world - We wal} 
For keep good terms with the world, are afraid of its ſcoffs and eons 
of d tempt ; we dare not ſpeak a word for Chrift's glory, cauſe, and truth; 
yon when we hear it oppoſed or defpiſed. * 4 £ 4 
irt Oh! This is a great hindrance to many; (it has been ſo to me 1) 


cs, FW deing aſhamed to own boldly the doctrines and glory of Chriſt, &tcere | 
tain times of trial, to the wounding of the conſcience and quenthitig 
| of the Spirit. This is a ftrong hold of S:tin! tempting us to try ts 
ſerve two maſters, tho' Chriſt tells us, Tis impoſſible ! ” This pre- 
vent many from following the Lord heartily : Carnal wiſdom pleads) 
for this, altho' the Lord ſays, <* If any man be aſhamed of Him and 


10W t0 
ence, 
> Lord 
| Pati 


us; M his words, in this evil generation; of them will He be aſhamed, be- 
= pol fore his Father, the angels, and the whole aſſembly of Heaven and 
ns an Earth, Mark viii. 48.——Hiftory ſhews us dreadful examples f 
of i ſome eminently good men who have fallen by this temptation, when 
to hin dome critical time of trial has called them to appear boldly for the 


zeliew 


Truth, tho” at the hazard of place, favour, riches, or even life itſelf, 
| makt 


Trying to preſerve God's favour and man's too, have kert them from 


ice, WG owning the Lord's cauſe openly, fo they gave it up: but the Lord 
nes - vocked them for trying to keep terms with him and his enemies tos 
arkneb for the very evils they thought to ſhun, the Lord hath brought upon 
Raye them. I could name ſome of theſe, whoſe hiſtory has made me to 


Chrit tremble, und to cry out, © Wonderful art Thou, O Lord! and juſt 


elt and are Thy Jud gements!“ - On the contrary, I have read of ſome, 
peach ho bravely ventured all for the Lord's cauſe; and yet, through the 
tou power and wiſdom of God, have preſerved the eſteem of God and } 
God: [Man too. Bleſſed are all who truly truſt in Him! For the Lord ma- 
" 95 Ach all things work together for good to them that fear and love 9 

| | N Ut 


< 26 | dj 
but coffoundeth the devices of men. For, Whoſoever will fare 
his life, ſhall loſe it: But whoſoever fnall loſe his life for my ſake, 
and the Goſpel's, the ſame ſhall ſave it.” Mark, viii. 35. 

| We muſt have ſome perſecution, if we will live godly in Chriſt 
Jefus. If the Lord hath choſen us, the World will hate us: But 
the Lord bath ſaid, *©* Blefſed are ye, when men ſhall revile, perſe- 
cute, and fay all manner of cvil of you fal/ly, for my Name's ſake! 
Rejoice, and be excecding glad: nay, leap for joy] for great is your 
reward in Heaven. Matt. v. 11, 12. and Luke vi. 22, 234.——Itis 


given as a great bleſſing to ſuffer any thing for Chriſt, and we ſhould 
rejoice when called to it. „ 46. | 

- Kighthly. The Apoftle ſays, © Be not ſlothful, but followers of 
them, who through faith and patience inherit the promiſes.” Heb. vi, 
12. And be diligent left there be a root of bitterneſs. or any 4 
idol, which quencheth the Spirit, and prevents the growth of Faith 
and Holineſs in the ſoul. Any ſin indulged, or known duty omitted, 
will binder the ſoul's progreſs in the divine life, and greatly hurt our 
peace of mind. We are Pilgrims, travelling towards Zion: O Lt 
us preſs forward, towards the Prize! Let us not be content with any 
meaſure of Faith or Grace already received; but let us fight, firire, 
pray without ceafing, to attain more and more of Chriſt's unſcarchable 
riches !—to grow into his ſpirit; to be dead to the world; to hare 
our converſation more in Heaven; and to conſider this life as 2 
dream, a land of ſhadows, which we are paſſing from, and ſhall ſoon 
be in Eternity! An endleſs, boundleſs Eternity is at hand -O 
confider whit Eternity is !— Millions and millions of years may pal 
away, and vaſt Eternity will ſtill be but beginning! A few, days, 
months, and years, at moſt, will bring us all into this endlefs, un. 


changeable fiate! O my friends, let us look forwards, and by faith! 


take realizing views of unſeen things—by meditation and faith bring 
them near, ſo as to impreſs the ſoul deeply, and make them as preſent 
to us! Faith and prayer will give us ſweet evidences of unſeen things 
and raiſe the heart and affections to things above. We ſhould endes 
vour to be awfully, imprefſed with a deep ſenſe of the Omni-preſeace 
of God, ſo as to ſpeak and act as if we ſaw Him who is inviſible! 
This enabled Moſes to act fo valiantly for God, and not fear the 


* wrath of the King; and this will kecp us from the fe ir of man, from 


a trifling ſpirit, vain words, waſte of time, and ftir us up to diligenct, 
to work while it is day; and whatſoever we can do, to glorify God, 
or to benefit min, to do it with all our might; to watch, ſtrive, and 
pray, making our calling and election ſure; to run our race with pi: 
tience, looking unto Jeſus for all life, ſtrength, and grace, and, B 


our great Example, bearing the Croſs; and be ready to own and con- 


feſs Jeſus before men, if called to it, that He may own and confels 


us before God, angels, and men. O let our life and example 8715 
ä | : W 8 
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| tion to all true believers :z—PBlefſed are all, who thus truſt in him! 


| and rizhteouſneſs all our days. 


and comfort of, my elf. I now ſend them forth, hoping the Lord 


whoſe we are, let them edify, teach, and reprove ! All men-eannot 
underſtand doctrines, but all men are judges of a holy life; the fruits 
declare what the tree is: And it is remarkable, that at the day of 
judgment, as Chriſt hath repreſented it, in Matt. xxv. no mention is 
made of Paith, but by their -works they are judged ; becauſe 'good 
works are the fruits of faith, they prove whether faith was real, and 
ſaving, or nominal only: Not that any works can juſtify us or have 
any part in juſtification; for we are juſtified freely, by fatthiin Jeſus 


E Chrift ; his Blood pardons, and his Righteouſneſs,” imputed to us; 


juſtifies us, when we believe; and all proceed from the free love and 
mercy of God, all a free gift of his Grace. Yet, good works (as St. 
James ſpeaks) ““ juſtify before men, for by theſe they can judge 
whether Faith be living or dead; and fo at the laſt day, our works 
will declare whether we did believe or not. Chriſt hath» choſen us 
that we ſhould bring forth much fruit; “ He that ksepeth my com⸗ 


| mands, he it is that loveth me.” John, xiv. 21. & xv. 16. It is by 


being vitally united to Chriſt by faith, that we can bring forth any 
good fruit; and it is a great myſtery of faith and holy living, to go 
quite out of S, to reſt, truſt, and believe on Chriſt al? for our 
whole ſalvation, and to be zealous and fruitful in all good works; 
yet not truſt or rely on them at all for juſtification, but on Chriſt only, 
« who is wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and compleat redemp- 
E 

In the general Thankſgiving of our Church, we pray, “ that we 
may be given up to God's ſervice, and walk before him in holinefs 
O what a great thing it is, to be 
given up to God's ſervice in all things! All I have ſaid and pointed 
out in theſe Directions ſcarce amounts to this! This is all I plead for, 
all I would perſwade to: To be given up to God in all things, is to 


| be holy indeed! Some would do well to conſider this, who uſe this 


petition before God, and yet oppoſe and are enemies to vital holineſs 


in practice. O that I could perſwade all fincere chriſtians to devote 
| themſclves entirely to God! 


"Tis for this very end I lay before them 
theſe few directions, aſſuredly believing, if duly practiſed, through 
the grace of Chriſt, they will enable us to glorify God in our lives, 
and at our deaths; to live holy and happy, to die in peace, and ſo 
to enter into the eternal joy of our Lord! 

Laſtly. We ſhould be much in praiſe and thankſgiving for all the 


| blefings already beſtowed on us—ever praiſing God for Jeſus Chriſt, 


for in him and through him we have all bleſfings in time and eter- 
nity, J have avoided every diſputable point, and enforced nothin 

but what appears to me neceſſary to be believed and attempted to be 
be practiſed by all real Chriſtians : Nor have I advanced any thing 
but what IJ know by bleſſed experience, and have found the benefit 


will 


"0. 0 7} 
bleſs and fanctify them to the good and conſolation of many df hf in the po- 
weaker children, whote real edification and growth in all grace II U be dar 
much defire; and pray daily for: and I beg of all ſuch, to pray thefſ i ma de 
Lord to bleſs and apply chem to their hearts by his Spirit before they long you 
tead them (as they ſhould all books, if they expect any beneft by Lordples 
them}; for it is the bleſſing and grace of Chriſt is ALL in ALL. ñ Nuo will b 
is by the Lord's Power and Spirit alone, that any thing can profit the iu 
Soul. Tbe Instrument is nothing: God can uſe weak and fooltf iber in, 
means, in order to glorify his wiſdom, power, and grace. It is writ fands in 
ten, Not by might, nor by power; but by my Spirit! ſaith the Lom elo, in 
of Hoſts. The Lord chooſeth baſe and weak things; can cauſe neſs, and 
worm to threſſi the mountain, and by babes and children, perfect his ddItiona 
own praiſe! I have no end to ſerve, but my Saviour's glory; not ce gl“ 
have 1 any hope of it's being bleſt to his people's good, but through providenc 
the bleſſing and Spirit of Chriſt, my Lord, who hath been my all. 99111008 
ſufficient God and guide through my pilgrimage now drawing to an es 8746 
end, deſiring nothing but to depart, ind to be with Chriſt. bw, an. 
I could have added much more, but feared being tedious : Such x fl Our 18 
they are, I commit to the grace and bleſſing of the glorious Redee. e. 
mer! In whoſe Name I ſend them forth. 
May Thy Bleſſing, O Chriſt ! accompany them; and Thy Spirit 
= ſfanRify and apply them, to the comfort and benefit of many ſoul, 
and to Thy praife and glory, who liveth and reigneth with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit in ONE ETERNAL JEHOVAH ! To whon 
de all honour, glory, thanks and praiſe, by Angels and Men, for ever 
= and ever! AMEN. | 
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. : N : = Mikes in 
To one who ſeemed drawing near to his Diſſolution I perlus 
Written by an eminent Chriſtian, (now with God) 2 

| ears us, 

AST TER; LF Phich w. 

C - LE | | eftimal 
Dear Friend, : | _ ith Go 
Am glad that you have no fear or doubt of 917 5 eternal happy Meſore h 

WI ate, in the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; but imſelf, 
WE have a comfortable aſſurance, that you are freely pardoned, juſtified, {With hc; 
and accepted in Chriſt, thro' the riches of God's free grace and love; fluence 


[1 und that you ate paſſed from death unto life. I ſhould be glad allo, Nin. — 
chat you were entirely reſign d to the divine Will concerning your 1 


999 
N the body. Be content to wait the Lord's time: Something rewalng 
8 g be done in you and by you, during your ſtay in the body; Wars 
it may be for the glory of God and your felicity, if He ſhould pro- 
long your life. Be willing to wait upon earth a while longer, if the 
- 1. Lordpleaſes : Commit yourſelf wholly to the Lord, and pray to have 

* no will but His; aud be aſſured, that if providence is ſq diſpaſed as 
n oecontinue your life, that it ſhall anſwer ſome purpoſe for Gods glory 

liſ either in Grace, or Providence, or both. — Our Title to Heaven 
l fands in Chriſt's atonement and righteouſneſs ; but our Meetneſs for 


* glory, in the work of the Holy Ghoſt, in a principle of grace, holi- 
7 neſs, and ſanctification; in the perfection thereof at deat! : And an 
7 " additional Meetneſs for additional glories, by the Holy Spirit's affif- 
5 k: ance given us for the "exerciſe of our various graces, under various 
dich rovidences, proſperous or adverſe.—Where God deſigns to confer 
| 4 additional glories, He gives opportunities for the exerciſe of our va- 


Fious graces. Thus afflictions evidently are to prepare us for greater 
Slory, and ſerve to enrich our immortal crown, as the Apoſtle ſays, 
« Our light affliction, which is but for a rwment, worketh for us a far 
ure exceeding and eternal weight of glory. © Therefore give up your- 
elf entirely to be prepar'd for glory in the Lord's way, and be quite 


in Pilling to ſutfer, till the Lord ſhall deliver you for ever. You have 
Jul, ut a little time to glorify God in upon earth: Heaven is @ coming, 
ather Ind eternal ſhall be your enjoyment! All the ſickneſs, pau and 
Mow * decays of nature will end in the death of the whole bod 
ever f ſn and ſorrow, for ever and ever. Glad am I that you pray muc 


aly, to be reſigned to the divine Will, and that of late you have had 
| greater ſenſe of the divine preſence in prayer, and find nearneſs to 
e throne of Grace, and more faith in a perſuaſion of your bein 
dead; and that you have aſſurance ſometimes, that what you alk 
hall be granted: Theſe are happy fruits of the Holy Ghoſt's bein 
ren you as a Spirit of grace and ſupplication, giving you 3 
-hrift unto the Father. Tis the Spirit helps you to pray in faith; Ir 


gf pakes interceſſion in or for us with unutterable groanings, and gives 
tion s xerluaſion that our prayers ſhall be granted: as the Apoſtle faith, 
| This is the confidence that we have in lim, that if we aſk any 
ing according to his Will, he heareth us: And if we know that he 

cars us, whatſoever we aſk, we know that we have the petitions 

fich we aſked of him. O this one bleſſed privilege of Prayer is 
i eſtimable ! God's people are praying people - they are acquainted 
£5] th God, ſpeak often to Him in Prayer, they pour out their hearts 
1 bre him, ſhew him all their troubles: To ſuch the Lord reveals 
; of unſelf, as he does not unto the world ; ſuch have much intercourſe 
2 ith heaven, which enobles and enriches the ſoul with all precious 
105 pffuences of Grace, Faith, and Love, from the preſence of Jeſus 
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19 arin.—I rejoice that you increaſe in the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 
| and 


prehend it We ſhall receive out of his unſearchable riches full an 


and delight in the myſtery of the Incarnite God! His Richesof giace 
and glory are a mine of heavenly treaſure, which we ſhall live upgy 
for ever Finite minds may admire and adore, but can never con 


Dear | 


free communications of Love, to a vaſt Eternity! We ſhall drin 


freely of the Rivers of pleaſure which are at God's Right Hand f . 
evermore—which proceed out of the Throne of God and of the Laulfſh] tion, 
—which will ſatisfy the ſoul abundantly, and fill it with a TranſpoWlweet pe! 
of joy and glory, never to be interrupted, never to be ended! you with 
Bear then with patience your lingering illneſs: Say, © The ch ng 
which my Father giveth me, ſhall 1 not drink it? ”—Only endure © 85 
and You ſhall come out of the furnace of affliction with great advy 15 . 
tage; purged from all your tin and droſs, and made meet to dud . 
with a Holy God, in perfect happineſs, when you have (at deat 1 
attained perfect Holineſs: For Holineſs is Happineſs begun, a e 
when completed at death, it will be perfeft Happineſs in Glory, 3 
Wait then, the Lord's time, till you are purged and ſanctified md M G 
for Heaven. In the mean while, take frequent refreſhing views A 
unſcen things: Meditate on that glory that ſhall be reveal d to ju Ke 22 
ere long. Take a Piſgah proſpect of that promis d Land; View tif un e 
glories of the New Jeruſalem— Thoſe Crowns of Glory, Rivers HA 
Pleaſures, and that Fullneſs of unſpeakable Bliſs, which flow fron 1 
the enjoyment of the ever bleſſed Three-One GOD ! Tis This d vill vive 
will ſo fill the Souls of the bleſſed Company of Heaven with fu 15 0 Bo 
enflamed raptures of love and joy, as to make them cry out day a palect i 
night, Holy, Hcly, Holy, Lord God Almighty ! Salvation, G and glor 
Honour, and Praiſe be unto God, and to the Lamb, For ever and ever. 3 
— Theſe wondrous Glories may poſſibly dazle you while in this mo bun 
tal body, but the immortal ſoul, when diſlodged from fleſh and mal Hz Þ 
Perfect, ſhall be ſtrengthened and enabled to bear all this Glory 13 
Tull blaze: For“ Chrift hath redeemed us, and made us Kings « Ein: 
. and we ſhall reign with him in glory for ever d promis 4 
eber. will rejo 
Fear not the dark paſſage of Death; Chriſt will be with you, cf 5 
make darkneſs Light, before you. He will ſupport you in his e full, pert 
laſting arms; when your heart and fleſh faileth, the Lord will be ges of! 
ſtrength, joy, and portion for ever. You and I ſhall ſoon meet Velcome 
May the Lord grant us both ſuch realizing views of unſer [Then yo 
things, and ſuch a fullneſs of his Preſence, as may enable us to fl of Praiſe 
our courſe with exceeding joy! ſhall be the Prayer of [to face— 
> Your's, in Chriſt Jefus, & MF Cptivati 
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drin Dear Friend, 
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Rejoice to hear that the Lord hath been with you in your afflic- 
[ tion, ſupporting you ſo as to make it pleaſant, and giving you a 
weet perſuation, that in the unknown paſſage of death, he will vike 
ou with unknown light and comfort. You may depend upon his 
Promiſes; for there ſhall be a performance, by His almighty pawer, 
prace, and infinite faithfulneſs. He that ſupported you under and 
arried you through the trials of Life, will never leave you in any of 
he ſorrows of Death. When friends cannot help you, when your 
own heart and fleſh fail you; then the Lord will be your all- ſufficient 
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death Strength, to uphold and protect you; He will never leave you, nor 
Walt forſake you. Reſt upon his omnipotent arm that is underneath to 
* bear you up; upon his infinite love, which will be then your com- 


ort. God will ſo appear for you in vour paſſage thro' death, that 
you ſhall ſet up a memorial to ite praiſe of infinite Grace and Good- 
peſs in the land of bliſs. Chriſt will ſtand between you and danger, 
untill you are paſſed over the waters of death: He will divide the 
waters before you, and cauſe you to paſs thro' thoſe depths as on dry 
land. In the intricite mazes of death, Jeſus will be your guide: He 
will give you cordials that you ſhall not faint. He will be your light 
in darkneſs, your joy in ſorrow, your life in death; and make you 
perfect in the paſſage, and receive you to kimiclt into eternal blifs 
and glory. As ſoon as your ſoul is difloaged from its tenement of 
clay, it will be carried to the bliſsful boſom of your Beloved ; Angels 
will guard your aſcending way—]cius will““ preſent you all perfect 
in His Perfections, before the preſence of his Father's glory, with 
exceeding joy. And, O what a glorious welcome will you find, 
when, as a weary pilgrim, you are brought ſafe in triumph to the 
promb'd Land !— God, in all his Perſons, Father, Son, and Spirit, 
will rejoice Over you; and you ſhall enter into the immediate viſion 
of Love and Communion with your Three-One God, which ſhall be 
full, perfect, and glorious in tranſports: of Bliſs, thro' the countleſs 
apes of Eternity! Saints and Angels, in one general Aﬀembly, will 
welcome you home to be a partaker with them of eternal Glory 
Then you will join the heavenly Hoſts in finging -rerlafting tun 
of Praiſe and Glory to God—Then you will fee Him as He 1s, face 
15 face—Then His unvailed Glorics will be opened to you in ſuch 
captivating views, as ſhall fill your raptur'd Soul with endleſs wonder, 
| delight and love—Then the aſtoniſhing myſteries of Providence ſhall 
© opened to your enlarged ſoul—Then you will adore and praiſe 

the wondrous ways of God for ever !—Then your ſoul enflamed and 
pertedted in love, ſhall join the holy choir of Saints and Angels with 
Al the blefſed company of Heaven, to ſing the Song of Moſes and the 
Laub, 
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Lamb, to cry out, with tongues of ſacred fire, in endleſs ettafied 
= 225 Great and Mar pęlous are Thy Warks, O Lord God Almigh 
© Hallelujah! For the Lord God Omni potent reigneth ! ” 
. Soon you will be in that City, whoſe builder and maker is Gods 
= The Tree of Life in the midit of the Paradiſe of God, ſhall for g 
| exclude every kind and degree of death. “ The Lamb ſhall lead 
| 1 10 living fountains F Waters; uM G4 al) Wipe away all Tears f 
F.- 30K eyes, and redeem you from alk, a! PA. 54 Chriſt is entered i 
. the public Head of al;Þelievers, as our Fore- runner, 
de of eternal glory in his Father's Houſe for us. 
III receive our Spirits at-the diſſolution of our Bodies into his 
= 4nd Glory —Our dying fleth ſhall alſo ſleep in Jeſus, it is his chatg 
and He will raife it up in glory, and faſhion it like his own mf 
+ glorious Body—And ſo our whole Perſons at the Reſurrection M. 
N Bol be agatn united, to live and reign with Him in unknown Bk 
= 1cdncls, thro' immenſe, Eternity! © Then ſhall the Righteous JM 
[kc the Sun in the Kingdom of their Father, and as the Stars for ever @ 


CY 


1 t uer / if 4 
May the Lord enable you to act Faith upon Him, and thoſe aw 
4 l Zing Glorzes revealed and promiſed in the Word and Covenant 
= Grace! May God the Holy Ghoſt give you ſuch realizing View 
\ & 'Fhings. unſeen, by Faith, and ſuch ſubſtantial Evidences of Thi 
= hoped for, as may bring much Joy and peace to your Soul, and ca 
| { you to anticipate the Joys of Heaven! And may the Lord Jeſus 
ih your Spirit, and enable you to reft in full affurance, that New 
Veil, nor Life, Things preſent, nor Things to come, ſhall ever ſepa 
em the Love of God which is in Chrift Feſus our Lord! 
3 3 I am Your's, in our dear Lord, 
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Tateh Publiſhed, by the Author of theſe Directions, & 


—_ Price Six-Pence. "= 
wet + 1 „EARNEST ADDRESS To All Profeffing Chriſtians, duly to cont 


What they are, by Nature, and what they muſt be, by Grace, before they 
BED) ITE be Saved. Under Four Heads, viz. | = 
1, Oxiginal Sin. 2. Regeneration, 3. Faith in Chriſt. 4. SanCifications 
WH. RREMAAREKs on the Paſſage of the 88 Thro' the Wilderneſs to 
"= Land of Canaan; Shewing how parallel this is to the Chriſtian's Life 
Faith theo the Wilderneſs of this World; And the Excellency and Power of Fall 
na. che Safety, Joy and Peace it. brings to the Soul, The 2d, Edition. Pricey 
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